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We on the editorial team went to the informal
anniversary celebration outside the European
Parliament in Brussels to talk to citizens on
how their life has changed since the EU
formally adopted its "post-growth" policy
package.
 
Since May 2023, outdated GDP indicators
have been replaced with indicators based on
public health, levels of economic equality,
standard of living and the state of nature and
the climate. Expanding indicators beyond
GDP was the starting point of the Beyond
Growth Pact, which has transformed
policymaking culture led to a package of
cross-sectoral laws focused on the wellbeing
of people and planet, rather than the profit of
big industry.
 
"Our practise used to be overwhelmed with
the patients coming in for symptoms of
stress, burnout and insomnia. That has
dropped significantly and we're able to
channel more funds and time on research
and prevention," said Sofia Janssens, a nurse
at a Brussels clinic.

May 2033 marks a decade since the
European Union launched its landmark
Beyond Growth Pact.

#PostGrowthEurope2033

CELEBRATING 10 YEARS OF A POST-GROWTH
EUROPE EDITORIAL

"I'm here with my kids on a Tuesday," said Alain de Smet, cleaner and father of three. "That would have
been impossible before the package guaranteed Universal Basic Services for all citizens - before, I was
working 60 hours a week just to keep us afloat."
 
Environmental NGO worker Lidia Rodriguez said: "Our climate advocacy work is no longer in constant
crisis management mode. Phasing out an economy based on mass production and hyper-globalisation
has slashed emissions and we can now work on actively improving the state of the climate, not just
avoiding the worst."                                                                                                     [Ct'd on page 5]
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POST-GROWTH: THE NEWS IN BRIEF
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FUTURE GENERATIONS LAW TRANSFORMS LIFE ON SPANISH ISLANDS
In April 2023, the Balearics Islands Parliament became one of the first governments to
approve a "Law of Rights for Future Generations" to enshrine the rights of current and
future generations. Ten years on, that Commission has transformed life for citizens of
the Balearics.
 
To make it possible for younger people to thrive in their communities, in 2026 house
prices and rent costs were capped for local people. Coupled with the promise of a
minimum income guarantee, proposed last year, record numbers of islanders aged 21-30
are choosing to remain living in their communities.
 
Protecting the rights of future generations also means protecting the natural
environment, and resources. In 2025, The Commission declared common stewardship of
freshwater sources in the Balearics. 
 
The Balearic Islands Parliament gained fame around the world for its successes, and it
has played a key role in convincing the EU to follow suit.

GERMANY PROVES SUCCESS OF
CITIZENS ASSEMBLY

SLOVENIA SECURES UNIVERSAL
BASIC SERVICES 

In summer 2021, 160 randomly selected German
citizens participated in a Citizens Assembly focused
on climate policies, and made a set of concrete
recommendations to the Bundestag and the Federal
Government. 
 
The momentum around the European Parliament
conference in 2023 encouraged Germany to
accelerate the implementation of all the proposed
policies. 
 
Germany became the first country to compel air
travel tickets to reflect their true climate cost, a
move which transformed the global aviation
industry. Air travel is down 45% to and from
Germany compared to 2023, while rail travel has
increased 48%.
 
“It’s beyond doubt now that Citizens Assemblies are
a great way to design policy,” said Member of
Parliament Hans Jutner. “The impact of these
climate policies has made it clear that Citizen
Assemblies should be used in all policy areas, so we
have implemented this practice across the
Bundestag.”
 

In 2021, 86% of Slovenians voted against privatising the
banks and shorelines of waterways in a landslide win for
water, nature and democracy.
 
A few years after that, a massive campaign launched by
civil society, including trade unions in Central and
Eastern Europe, renewed the push against privatisation
and for Universal Basic Services. A “re-municipalisation
wave” began, with local public authorities reclaiming
the ownership, operation, management and provision of
public services that had been privatised.
 
Six years on, the majority of sectors in those countries
are in public or commons’ hands, including water, waste,
energy, transport, education, housing, school catering,
healthcare and social work. This halved both inequality
and of resource consumption, and doubled levels of
citizen wellbeing. More countries and regions in Europe
and beyond are now following suit.
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https://english.gobmenorca.com/the-law-of-rights-for-future-generations-approved/
https://friendsoftheearth.eu/news/lighting-a-new-economy-across-europe/


Degrowth was still a rather niche
topic in the early stages of your
political career. What happened
for it to become common sense
like it is today?

TALKING TO... European Commission President 
Erica Martin

Martin: Well, politics is all about
building coalitions, so I was
never alone. It was key to realise
that letting go of economic
growth as the only option was
beneficial for far more than
environmental policy. 
 
We quickly got farmers on our
side, who understood that
relocalised food chains, fair
prices and less industrial
production methods would
benefit them. There was support
from the trade unions who knew
addressing worker exploitation
and an increasing pay gap meant
tackling the common cause. The
overwhelmed health sector was
ringing the alarm bell and
supported us. So, it was getting
citizens collectively building this
common idea that enabled the
transition rather than individuals
or industry. 

You are a celebrated champion for
your contribution to the Beyond
Growth Pact that you initiated as
European Commission President in
2024. Do you feel like a hero?
 
Martin: [laughs] Am I a hero? That is
for others to decide. My mandate at
the time was to steer the European
Union out of a poly-crisis with rising
inequality, dwindling social cohesion,
and ecological breakdown.The
Commission before us initiated the
European Green Deal, but many
realised that this was simply not
enough.
 
Fundamentally rethinking how we
organise our economy was the only
credible way to combine both a
socially just transition and be serious
about our climate targets. We laid the
foundations for it at the European
Parliament’s Beyond Growth
Conference in 2023 and through
growing public momentum, we could
ride a wave that was already
unfolding.
 
Fundamentally rethinking how we
organise our economy seemed to be
the only credible way to combine
both a socially just policy and be
serious about our climate targets.

You must have faced a lot of
resistance in the neoliberal
institution that the EU was back
then?
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The woman behind the era-defining EU Beyond Growth Pact

Martin: Attitudes and beliefs
about the necessity of growth are
largely ideological. Each era has
its own Zeitgeist. In the early
2000s, the buzzwords were
“globalisation” and “good
governance” and in the 2010s
everyone was talking about
“green growth” and “sustainable
development”. 
 
At the same time, I also noticed
that I wasn’t acting according to
my internal values of people and
planet over profit. Providing
people with an alternative way of
living and governing at the right
time is crucial. In the 2020s a
tipping point was reached and
the scaffold collapsed when a
critical mass of individuals let go
of myths. The rest is history.

#PostGrowthEurope
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