Global Wellbeing Economies: Universal Basic Income

The concept of Universal Basic Income (UBI) has been gaining increasing attention worldwide,
evolving from a utopian idea to a tangible policy being tested in various countries. In recent
years, UBI has attracted significant interest from various actors, including political parties,
international organisations, and grassroots movements, particularly due to rising income
insecurity, job precarity, and poverty levels.

According to the Basic Income Earth Network, a Basic Income is “a periodic cash payment
unconditionally delivered to all on an individual basis, without means-test or work requirement”.

Basic Income has the following five characteristics:
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Periodic: it is paid at regular intervals (for example every month), not as a one-off grant.
Cash payment: it is paid in an appropriate medium of exchange, allowing those who
receive it to decide what they spend it on. It is not, therefore, paid either in kind (such as
food or services) or in vouchers or programmable smart cards or any other form of digital
currency dedicated to a specific use with time, territory and specified goods limits.
Individual: it is paid on an individual basis—and not, for instance, to households.
Universal: it is paid to all normal residents of a given political territory..

Unconditional: it is paid without a means test and without a requirement to work or to
demonstrate willingness to work. In other words, no conditions to qualify for payment,
nor to continue receiving it.

Global Examples of UBI Implementation and Interest

There are currently 200 UBI pilots globally across the Global South and Global North,
demonstrating that UBI is not solely a Western or Northern idea, but is being explored across
different economic and political contexts. Examples of UBI initiatives include:

Global South: Namibia, Kenya, Uganda, India, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bangladesh,
Columbia, South Korea, Indonesia, Taiwan, and Ecuador are actively exploring and, in
several of these countries, implementing UBI pilots. Recently, the First Latin American
Congress for the Unconditional Universal Basic Income took place in Costa Rica with
representatives from Latin American countries demonstrating the growing momentum in
the region.

Global North: In the United States over 100 Guaranteed Income Pilots have been
introduced, indicating a strong interest in exploring the concept’s potential.

Political Parties: In some countries, political parties advocate for the introduction of UBI.
For example, the South Korean Democratic Party and the Indian Congress Party have
included UBI in their political manifestos, signalling a shift towards mainstream political
acceptance. In Sri Lanka, the recently elected President, Anura Kumara Dissanayake,
has also embraced UBI in his manifesto.



https://basicincome.org/about-basic-income/
https://basicincome.stanford.edu/experiments-map/
http://www.bignam.org/BIG_pilot.html
https://basicincome.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Give-Directly-Kenya-report-2-years.pdf
https://www.eight.world/uganda
https://basicincome.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Annual-Assesment-Krishnapur-2024.pdf
https://www.undp.org/sites/g/files/zskgke326/files/2024-10/undp-rbap-policy-brief-2024.pdf
https://www.undp.org/nepal/stories/temporary-basic-income-novel-approach-coping-crisis-and-reducing-gender-disparities-nepal
https://cpd.org.bd/assessing-the-viability-of-universal-basic-income-ubi-in-bangladesh/
https://www.coolearth.org/news/basic-income-pilot-one-year-on/
https://academic.oup.com/book/56287/chapter-abstract/445237778?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://basicincome.org/news/2023/05/indonesia-yogyakartas-basic-income-pilot-experiment-ybip/
https://basicincome.org/news/2023/01/taiwan-makes-history-with-universal-cash-payment-plan/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/Delivery.cfm/SSRN_ID4247159_code3406046.pdf?abstractid=4247159&mirid=1
https://www.rbucr.org/i-congreso-latinoamericano
https://www.rbucr.org/i-congreso-latinoamericano
https://guaranteedincome.us/
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2025/02/113_380434.html
https://www.thehindu.com/elections/lok-sabha/congress-drafts-manifesto-with-focus-on-jobs-income-support-for-poor/article67921421.ece
https://www.cpalanka.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/The-Manifestos-on-Rights-and-Related-Issues.pdf#:~:text=%E2%80%9CPrajashakthi%3A%20Poverty%20alleviation%20programme%20for,%E2%80%9D

How the Global Can Be in Service of the Local

Universal Basic Income can be seen as a paradigm shift in understanding income security and
an innovative way of visualising a society that prioritises providing every individual a solid
ground to stand on so as to access the basic material necessities of life. To achieve this, a
coordinated approach is required that leverages global resources and knowledge to support
local UBI initiatives. Some key aspects of this approach include:

Collective Action: A global community must collectively push for UBI, fostering collaboration
and knowledge sharing between different regions and initiatives.

Evidence Exchange: There is a growing exchange of evidence and best practices between the
Global South and the Global North, indicating a reciprocal learning process that can inform UBI
implementation strategies.

Global Institutions: Multilateral institutions can play a crucial role in providing funding,
technical assistance, and advocacy, which can support more targeted local UBI efforts.

Portable Income: A portable income could be particularly relevant in the context of increasing
labour migration within a country context. This suggests that UBI may need to be designed in a
way that is not tied to a specific location of residence. With regard to international labour
migration, we need to imagine Basic Income beyond national borders - something like a Global
Basic Income. This aligns with the concept of portability- the ability for individuals to retain
access to basic material goods and services such as health care, education, and housing
across borders. Ensuring portability allows everyone to live a dignified life and have access to
essential resources, regardless of their citizenship status.

Pathways to Scale Up UBI

Scaling up UBI requires a multifaceted approach involving support from global institutions, local
mobilisation, collective will, and political will. There are several key pathways, depending on the
context, which could include:

Political Will: There is growing interest in UBI from political parties worldwide. However, it is
essential to move beyond binary divisions, such as left versus right, and instead focus on the
shared principles that underpin the concept.

Global Funds: The question of financing UBI often arises in discussions about its
implementation. One argument suggests that if funds are available for military expenditure,
there should also be ways to financially support human security. A potential way forward could
be the creation of an international funding source, rather than relying solely on national budgets,
to accelerate the global implementation of UBI. This global fund, potentially linked to reparations
for the ecological and social harm caused by colonisation and racism, predominantly in the
Global South, could take various forms, such as a tax on international financial transactions.



https://www.un.org/humansecurity/what-is-human-security/

Engagement with Global Institutions: Multilateral institutions, such as the United Nations and
the World Bank, could play a key role in facilitating cash-based, unconditional grants to mobilise
support for UBI at the international level.

Redesign the Global Economic Architecture: For UBI to be successfully implemented, it is
essential to recognise that the global financial and institutional architecture needs to be
redesigned and democratised to enable a shift in power. The current global economic
architecture, rooted in neoliberal thinking, is seen as the root cause of the current
socio-economic and environmental challenges, and, therefore, a larger shift in our thinking and
values is required.

Local mobilisation and Collective Will: Building a collective will at the local level is crucial for
driving UBI implementation. This requires shifting the power towards local communities and
grassroots movements, as their involvement ensures that UBI programmes are tailored to the
specific needs and contexts of each locality.

Learning from Pilots: The experiences from various UBI pilots worldwide provide an
opportunity to identify best practices and address key challenges. These include the need to
build the necessary infrastructure to ensure UBI is high enough to meet all basic needs and
designing it in a way that it complements, rather than replaces, other essential services.

UBI as a Dialogic Tool to review social expenditure in a country context: The idea of providing
a basic income universally and unconditionally opens up conversations in any given country
context about the current modes of providing income security to citizens. The idea has the
power to interrogate the current inadequacies and inefficiencies in both the design and delivery
of the social protection programs.



